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ABACUS INVESTMENT AND OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE

The Committee has the primary function of oversight and 
management of the Model Portfolio Service (MPS), hosted on the 
Tavistock Platform, Standard Life, and Aviva. The Committee is 
comprised of both Abacus and Tavistock Asset Management team 
members namely; Malcolm Harper, Ben Raven, Haydn Morgan, 
Steven McGregor and Gregor Preston. This oversight enables the 
speciality of each firm to be utilised.

ABOUT ABACUS
Abacus Associates Financial Services is one of the country’s leading 
firms of Independent Financial Advisers. Abacus tailor services to 
the diverse needs of clients, offering each one the best possible 
choice. Abacus advisers strive to build a trusted client relationship 
which will last a lifetime. Abacus Associates is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Tavistock Investments Plc, the UK wide financial 
services group.

ABOUT TAVISTOCK ASSET MANAGEMENT
Tavistock Asset Management (TAM) is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority to provide Discretionary Fund 
Management (FRN: 955719). Tavistock Asset Management Limited 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of Tavistock Investments Plc. TAM 
manage over £1bn of assets on behalf of all clients, aiming to 
provide private clients with access to institutional quality portfolio 
management at a retail price. TAM’s model portfolios provide 
individual investors with the benefit of collective buying power to 
ensure that the charges they incur for model portfolio management, 
platform fees and dealing are amongst the lowest in the industry. 
Currently, Tavistock has over 175 financial advisers helping 50,000+ 
private clients look after more than £3.5bn of investments.

ESG UPDATE
There has been a series of greenwashing-related developments 
over the past few weeks that have shone a harsh spotlight on the 
ESG ecosystem. First, the head of responsible investment at HSBC 
was suspended for criticizing the amount of time and money 
that the finance industry is spending on climate change risks and 
opportunities. Understandably, questions have since been asked of 
the bank’s commitment to the transition to a more sustainability-
minded planet. Second, the SEC charged and fined BNY Mellon for 
exaggerating the extent to which it had been integrating ESG data 
into its asset management processes. Third, the Frankfurt offices 
of Deutsche Bank and DWS, its asset management unit, were 
raided by German police in relation to an ongoing greenwashing 
investigation, which caused the CEO of DWS to resign. The lesson 
for asset managers is that, until a regulator (preferably a global 
body) defines what does and does not constitute a sustainable use 
of capital, intentionality is everything. If you say that you do X, and 
then you do X, it is difficult to land an accusation of greenwashing. 
Somebody could say that X is wrong or is outdated, but if you follow 
through on your intention consistently and transparently, you 
cannot be accused of misleading clients. BNY Mellon and Deutsche 
Bank are in trouble for saying that they do X, and then doing Y, 
rather than allocating capital unsustainably.

The model portfolio is available on the Tavistock Platform, Standard 
Life, and Aviva.

THE PLATFORM.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Tavistock Asset Management, 1 Queen’s Square, Ascot Business 
Park, Lyndhurst Road, Ascot, Berkshire, SL5 9FE United Kingdom T: 
+44 (0)1753 867000 
www.tavistockam.com 
 
Tavistock Asset Management (TAM) is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority to provide Discretionary Fund 
Management. FRN: 955719. Tavistock Asset Management Limited 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of Tavistock Investments Plc.

The value of an investment in the Abacus SRI Profiles may fall as well as rise. Past performance should not 
be seen as an indication of future performance.

THIS DOCUMENT IS ISSUED BY TAVISTOCK ASSET MANAGEMENT AND IS FOR USE BY PROFESSIONAL INTERMEDIARIES ONLY. IT SHOULD NOT 
BE RELIED  ON BY A RETAIL CLIENT. This document does not constitute an offer to subscribe or invest in the Abacus SRI Profiles. Model weights are 
rounded to the nearest 0.50%. Investors are required to read the Key Investor Information Document (KIID) for the underlying holdings before investing. This 
documentation is publicly available free of charge. The Abacus SRI DFM model portfolios (profiles) are based on a series of model portfolios managed by 
Abacus Associates, on an advisory basis, since 2015. To calculate the backtested data for these DFM model portfolios, Tavistock Asset Management have taken 
historical model portfolio data, provided by Abacus Associates, and applied re-balances on the 1st of January each year as well as applying a 0.29% DFM fee. 
Historical returns of these DFM model portfolios (profiles) may differ from clients in the advisory model portfolios for a variety of reasons; i) the DFM model 
portfolios have a 0.29% DFM Fee and the advisory model portfolios have no DFM fee ii) the DFM model portfolios have assumed a single, annual re-balance 
and the advisory model portfolios may have been re-balanced more or less frequently for individual clients iii) the DFM model portfolios use the best available 
share class for each underlying holding when reporting in Lipper. Tavistock Asset Management does not provide investment advice. This document may not 
be reproduced, disclosed or distributed without the prior written permission of Tavistock Asset Management.

Date of data: 31st May 2022 unless otherwise stated.


